The past twenty years have seen considerable changes in the management of hearing impairment. Cochlear implantation has transformed the outlook for the profoundly deaf, and the way in which the outcomes have been monitored in the UK is a model for evidence-based practice. Hearing aid technology is changing, although there is so far no clear information on which patients will bene®t from digital processing of sound. Important developments in screening of infants for hearing loss are currently being implemented. A new edition of Deafness, previously edited by John Ballantyne, is therefore welcome. The book is aimed at a wide readership including various professionals who encounter hearing-impaired people, individuals with hearing impairment and those who have a hearing-impaired relative. Topics include the structure and function of the ear, causes of hearing impairment and its assessment, its impact on mental wellbeing and the role of hearing aids of various sorts. The chapters are concise, well laid out and illustrated with clear line diagrams.
This type of book is much more dif®cult to write than one aimed at the authors' peers, since even basic concepts must be adequately explained and jargon studiously avoided. Most of the authors have succeeded but an exception is the chapter on acquired sensorineural hearing loss, which does not seem to have been written with a lay readership in mind. The opposite pitfall, of simplifying the content so much that it is of no value to professionals in related disciplines, does seem to have been avoided. In the chapter on the management of deafness in childhood the abbreviation SPL (sound pressure level) is used without explanation. Certain areas could have been covered better. The section on middle ear implants is somewhat out of date and not very informative. An account of the potential advantages of implantable hearing aids and the limitations of those currently available would have been more useful than the description of individual devices. These devices are not as yet part of the mainstream management of hearing loss, but patients and healthcare professionals will read about them in the press; a more authoritative account of their present status would have been helpful.
Overall my feeling is that this book will be of considerable use to a range of healthcare professionals and to deaf individuals and their relatives. It is therefore a worthy successor to previous editions.
R P Mills
Otolaryngology Unit, Royal In®rmary, Edinburgh EH3 9YW, Scotland
Neuroanatomical Basis of Clinical Neurology
Orhan Arslan 422 pp Price £33.99; $49.99 (p/b) ISBN 1-85070-578-X Carnforth: Parthenon, 2001 Many of today's clinical neuroscientists were attracted to the ®eld during undergraduate training by the correlations that exist between (disordered) neuroanatomy and neurological disease. Suddenly the hours of knowledge acquisition seemed to have some point. So one might think that a book by an experienced neuroanatomist, which in its very title alludes to this association, must be a sure-®re hit. Unfortunately, Arslan misses the mark.
Arslan relishes his task, and his intention is to produce the de®nitive correlation between neuroanatomy and clinical neurology. In his preface he states:`. . . ideas and efforts are cohesively synthesised in this uniquely designed text that is easy to understand, yet remains a solid source of information on neuroanatomy and neurology'. It does not seem to occur to him that this task may be impossible, and that the best any text (especially one designed for medical students) can hope to achieve is to establish the few basic facts and give examples of (possible) correlations. The rest is best left to the students' imaginations surely?
The organization of the text is awkward. The morphological part of the text describes development of the nervous system, the basic constituents of the nervous system and the component parts of the central and peripheral nervous systems. The`functional' part describes the sensory and motor systems. The author claims to emphasize the neuroanatomical pathways and the resulting clinical conditions in the latter section, but the important cerebellar connections (for example) are to be found in the ®rst part. In both parts clinical correlations are included in blue-shaded text, but here Arslan displays uncharacteristic capriciousness. Conditions as varied as multiple sclerosis and pellagra are covered in a dizzy spectacle that pays no regard to relative prevalence or clinical importance. There are also statements within these areas that are plain wrong: sumatriptan is a 5-HT 1B/D agonist; olivopontocerebellar atrophy is not associated with mental retardation. These areas also include hints on neurological examination, details on neurotransmitters and the make-up of cerebrospinal uid. One gets the impression of unselective inclusion of clinically allied information alongside the neuroanatomical text. I suspect that students will end up baf¯ed and frustrated.
The neuroanatomical descriptions are comprehensive and may be of use for revision by clinicians. Whether or not the detail is suf®cient for medical students will depend on the syllabus of the medical school, and this text is presumably targeted at the Chicago college where Arslan teaches. The text is supplemented by diagrams, photographs of gross specimens and cut sections, and radiological studies, none of them of especially high standard. The anatomical line drawings are inferior to those in the classic work by Patten. Each chapter is concluded by a list of references (headed Suggested reading), some of which are entire books. Readers would have appreciated a few words from Arslan as to why he felt the recommended works should be consulted. A great deal of effort has gone into this book and it is not expensive. But the money might be better spent on joining a library or getting an Internet connection. If you have ever cared anxiously for a patient in the back of an ambulance you will recognize the need for STaRÐSafe Transfer and Retrieval. Ideally, everyone who supervises patient transfersÐwhether from community to hospital, from department to department, from hospital to hospital, or even from country to countryÐshould do the STaR course for which Safe Transfer and Retrieval is the core text. Aimed at paramedics as well as hospital professionals, the book describes a systematic approach to patient transfer, ACCEPTÐassessment, control, communication, evaluation, preparation/packaging and transportÐand offers practical tips on such matters as the use of radios, troubles with medical equipment, and lifting/handling techniques. Management of trauma (including burns) and of medical and paediatric disorders is discussed in terms of speci®c pathophysiological processes. The book also advises on medicolegal issues, staff and patient safety, and documentation. As with all publications from the Advanced Life Support Group, key information is summarized in boxes, for review at a glance. This is a great bookÐessential reading if you are closely involved with patient transfers and have not done the STaR course.
Rajith de Silva

